EZ INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

[Lake Simcoe ‘Ladies’ to the rescue

SUSAN WALKER
TORONTO STAR

Two years ago, they were posing
naked on the shore. Now they’re
broadcasting the Naked Truth
about the deplorable state of
Lake Simcoe and what can be
done about it.

The Ladies of the Lake, a force
ofabout100 womenresidents of
the Simcoe watershed, are using
the $250,000 they raised from
the sale of a calendar featuring
their tastefully denuded selves

, to rally government, business,
the school system and the local

citizenry to rescue the lake.

As Canada marks Internation-
al Women'’s Day on Thursday,
the example of The Ladies of the
Lake illustrates the particular
contribution women can make
to their community. In this case,
it’s a whole watershed that ben-
efits.

The Ladies have employed
their formidable communica-
tion skills to raise awareness
and create consensus under the
slogan, “Drink it, Swim it, Fish
it, Love it.” They showcased
their concerns last year through

a campaign called the Naked
Truth Summer of Events and
followed that up with aresearch
project in the fall.

Now that they’re on the politi-
cal map, the next stage is to
move from awareness into ac-
tion.

“We're talking about a real
grassroots movement going
here,” says co-chair Annabel
Slaight, founder of OWL maga-
zine and OWL TV and an inde-
fatigable activist with business
savvy.

Nudity was their way in. “We

can get meetings with politi-
cians and town councils, and the
meetings always begin with a
joke and a smile.”

Hilary Van Welter, who was
one of the Miss Julys, says The
Ladies of the Lake have been in-
strumental in creating strate-
gies for change.

“We think about what role do
we play to help integrate all the
groups and all the voices and
how do we use our expertise to
really (co-ordinate) all these
various organizations,” Van
Welter says.

Slaight believes Lake Simcoe
will be restored when everyone
takes responsibility for it. It's
not a question of nagging or
making people feel guilty. “I
think the environment has tobe
totally integrated into every-
body’s way of life. We have to get
everybody to say ‘we’ and not

The lake is the victim of pollut-
ants and urbanization around
its shores. The lake bottom is a
gooey mixture of weeds and al-
gae, the lake surface is dotted
with gloating mats of Eurasian

milfoil, an alien species, and ze-
bra mussels proliferate. Georgi-
na Township spent $200,000
last year in Cook’s Bay, harvest-
ing and dredging in a losing bat-
tle against the weeds choking
swimming areas.

“For me,” Van Welter says,
“this lake is an amazing messen-
ger of what we'’re doing in our
world; it's a microcosm of the
bigger picture.”

Barrie beach is often closed be-
cause of biological hazards in

» Please see Ladies, L7
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